750                                   ADDISOSIAKA.

died Miss Addison, only surviving daughter of the celebrated
Joseph Addison, Esq., born just before his death, in. 1718,
by Sarah, Countess Dowager of "Warwick, daughter of
Thomas I)ashwood, Esq., Alderman of London. Miss Ad-
dison was buried at Bilton, on the 10th of March. Many
years since, she made her last will in favour of the thircl
son of Lord Bradford, who now conies in for her "estate.
There are left at her house at Bilton several portraits of
Mr. Addison and his Mends, and his library, which, it is pre-
sumed, contains many valuable books and MSS. She inhe-
rited her father's memory, but none of the discriminating
powers of his understanding; with the retentive faculties of
Jedediah Buxton,1 she was a perfect imbecile. She could go
on in any part of her father's works, or repeat the whole,
but was incapable of speaking or writing an intelligible
sentence."

In a succeeding number2 of the same Magazine, a corre-
spondent has corrected some errors in the above account, and
as the writer appears to sjjeak from personal acquaintance
with this lady, we subjoin his remarks.

" Looking into your obituary, I saw an account of Miss
Addison, the daughter of the author of the Spectator. The
circumstances that relate to her family are certainly very
erroneous. The Countess her mother's Christian name was
Charlotte, and the father of the Countess was Sir Thomas
Middleton, of Chirk Castle, Denbighshire; and her mother's
surname was Bridgman. The Countess was an only daughter.
Miss Addison was born in London, and was twelve years old
when the Countess died; was educated at a school in
Queen's Square, and afterwards had a house of her own in
Burlington Street. Perhaps the report which you have given
in your useful miscellany about the strength of her memory
and the weakness of her understanding, is almost as wide
from the truth as the account of her family. I have not
conversed very frequently with her; but enough to be con-
vinced that her memory, though good, was not so extraordin-
ary as is represented. I have heard her repeat some of the
poetical parts of the Spectator, which she did with consider-
able accuracy of memory, and great propriety of emphasis.

1 A -wonderful self-taught calculator, born at Elmeton in Derbyshire,
1704.   See Kirby's Wonderful Museum IV. p. 119.
a For May, 1797.